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These articles were followed by dramatic developments in Teheran.
On October 24 Vice-Commissar Kavtaradze received a large number
of Iranian newspaper editors in the Soviet Embassy. He stated that
Iran's decision to refuse oil concessions made a very unfavorable im-
pression in Moscow and that "'the dislo\al and unfriendly position
taken up by Premier Sa'ed toward the Soviet Union excluded the
possibility of further collaboration with him/' Foreseeing the deteri-
oration of relations between the two countries as a result of Sa'ed's
attitude, Kavtaradze appealed to the Iranian public to bring pres-
sure on the government "for a favorable solution of the dispute."' He
pointed out the advantages that would accrue to Iran if the Soviet
offer were accepted. These advantages would be, first, greater employ-
ment in Iran; second, the training of Iranians for skilled jobs; third,
the development of Iran's natural resources and wealth; and fourth,
a larger market for agricultural produce in the areas under conces-
sion. He also assured the audience that the Soviet government would
guard the health and welfare of the workers and their families. The
Vice-Commissar was pleased to note that the "majority" of Teheran
newspapers supported the Soviet position.-5

This unprecedented attack by a foreign official on the government
of the country to which he was sent on a mission created a great
deal of tension and fear in Teheran. Premier Sa'ed hastened to call
a press conference at which he said that his government had only de-
cided to postpone all negotiations concerning oil until the end of the

that the So\iet Union was rich in oil. In the UJS.S.R. Information Bulletin, pub-
lished by the Soviet Embassy in Washington, Oct. 2, 1946, p. 7, we read under the
title, "Fuel Resources of the U.S.S.R.": "Nature has lavishly endowed the Soviet
Union with minerals, especially with coal and oil. For ascertained deposits of
coal the U.S.S.R. is second to the United States, and for oil it holds first place
in the world. In 1937 the estimated total coal reserves in the U.S.S.R. were 1,654,-
000,000,000 tons, which constituted nearly a quarter of the world's reserves. In
the same year the oil reserves in the Soviet Union were estimated at 6,376,000,000
tons, or 55 percent of the world's visible reserves." In the same article we find the
following figures on Soviet oil production: 1913, 9,000,000 tons; 1940, 31,000,000
tons; planned for 1950, 35400,000 tons; planned for 1965, 60,000,000 tons.

2s The story of this interview was published in the Xeze Yarfe Times, Oct. 30,
1944, p. 5, and was entirely based on the Tass dispatch published in Moscow the
day before, dated Teheran, Oct. 25, 1944. Owing to Soviet censorship no direct
dispatches from Teheran were available to the American public despite the pres-
ence of American correspondents.